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Mare Island Naval Shipyard, Vallejo, California

GROUNDWATER CONTAINMENT BARRIER AND
EXTRACTION TRENCH—INVESTIGATION AREA H1—
INTERIM REMEDIAL ACTION PLAN

http://www.efdsw.navfac.navy.mil/Environmental/Marelsland.htin

INTRODUCTION

The Department of the Navy has prepared this fact sheet to
inform the community about a proposed environmental
remediation activity referred to as an “Interim Remedial
Action” at Mare Island in Vallejo, California. The plan is to
construct a vertical groundwater containment barrier and
extraction trench around a portion of the historical landfill area
known as Investigation Area H1. The objective of the vertical
barrier and extraction trench is to prevent contaminated
shallow groundwater from migrating toward nearby wetlands
and tidal marshes. This proposed action is considered an
interim remedial action, which is consistent with the
reasonably anticipated final remedies for areas of Investigation
Area H1 posing an unacceptable risk to human health or the
environment.

PROPOSED CONTAINMENT AREAS

Investigation Area H1 (shown in red on Figure 1) includes an
area of about 230 acres. The proposed vertical barrier (shown
in blue) will provide groundwater containment for about 70
acres of the following areas:
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Flgm'e LA Allgnment of the groundwater barner and extractmn trench (shown in blue)
within Investigation Area H1 (shown in red).

RCRA/Facility Landfill Area—Includes the original Facility
Landfill, which operated from 1965 to 1977 and the later
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Landfill
used through 1989. Wastes disposed of at the Landfill were
not documented but are estimated to include over 600,000 tons
of garbage, scrap metal and wood, shipboard waste, and other
wastes associated with typical shipyard operations. As a
RCRA Interim Status Facility, the Landfill was prohibited
from accepting most hazardous wastes; however, it received
certain RCRA-type wastes (asbestos-containing materials,
solvent-laden rags, paint sludge, and spent sandblast
abrasives).

Waste Oil Sump Area—Three unlined sumps had been
constructed just south of Dump Road by 1946 for the disposal
of petroleum waste oils, engine lubricating oils, and cutting
oils from machine shops. Over the years of shipyard
operations, the sumps reportedly received an estimated 4.5
million gallons of waste oil. The sumps were backfilled with
soil in the early 1970’s. Free product hydrocarbons are
present throughout much of this area.
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